NUCLEAR AND URANIUM PUSH
The US, UK and Australian Government are pushing for an increase in uranium mining, exports, and further development of nuclear power facilities. Despite the nuclear industry’s contribution to many proven negative outcomes. 
Keiza Purick:

The northern Territory Minerals Council (NTMC) has urged those opposed to nuclear power to consider is economic and environmental benefits.

NTMC spokesperson Keiza Purick was speaking from a mining industry seminar in Darwin, where protesters have gathered to demonstrate against uranium mining and nuclear power.

Ms Purick says about 30 companies have uranium exploration licenses for the Northern Territory and she hopes they start soon.

She says the anti-uranium lobby should look to the future.

"What I say to the protesters is they should really get part of evolution - and not keep themselves stuck in with the arguments of the 1950s and the 1960s - because industry has come along way since that point of time." she said.

Uranuim mining - reject PUSH!

A May 2nd Morning Herald article reported federal Treasurer Peter Costello’s warning that Australia may need to turn to nuclear power as the ‘solution’ to greenhouse gas driven climate change. 

However the same article also quoted scientists rejecting Costello’s call. The scientists claim that nuclear power plants are not a practical solution to climate change. The explained a single nuclear power plant can take up to 10 years to build and can cost up to $3 billion, and that the construction process released large amounts of carbon dioxide.
Australian Conservation Foundation’s June 2005 report Uranium Mining in Australia notes that: huge amounts of energy are needed during the construction of nuclear power plants and to facilitate production of nuclear fuel, thereby indirectly contributing to climate change. It also notes that the time needed to construct enough nuclear power plants to replace fossil-fuel sources of electricity generation would be too long, as action is needed now to stem carbon dioxide output.

The 20th Anniversary of the catastrophic Chernobyl accident did not help the cause of those pushing for nuclear power. An April 18 Greenpeace report makes the case that the impact of the Chernobyl disaster has been far greater than previously thought. The report found that approximately 270,000 cancer and 93,000 fatal cancer cases will be causes by the Chernobyl accident and estimated that between 1990 and 2004, the accident caused an additional 200,000 deaths in Russia, the Ukraine and Belarus. 
Refer to Effects of Nuclear – Chernobyl eye witness accounts.
Furthermore, there is still no safe solution to the storage of nuclear waste – even after 50 years of research. Researchers have been experimenting with a process called ‘transmutation’, which aims at reducing the radioactivity of the waste. However there is no verdict on the effectiveness of this method. 
In addition to this, the Government is now planning on building a nuclear waste facility in the Northern Territory. 
Refer to Effects of Nuclear – NT waste dump.

